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A.  Words with / I /

Match the pictures above (1-15) with their names in English below (a-oj.

___________________  a. lake

___________________  b. lime

___________________  c. leaf

___________________  d. cloud

___________________  e. flame / gas flame

___________________  f. fly / housefly

___________________  g. plate / plastic plate

___________________  h. slide

___________________  i. block/ hollow block

___________________  j. glass

___________________  k. sail / sailboat

___________________  I. kale (leafy vegetable in cabbage family)

___________________  m. village

___________________  n. bottle/ glass bottle

___________________  o. kettle

© Pavilion Publishing



[ Resources online ]

Teaching practical English pronunciation by Charles Jannuzi www.modernenglishteacher.com

B.  Words with / r /

Match the pictures above (1-15) with their names in English below (a-o).

___________________  a. rake

___________________  b. rain

___________________  c. crab

___________________  d. prune

___________________  e. shrimp / prawn

___________________  f. tree

___________________  g. three

___________________  h. drum / snare / snare drum

___________________  i. grain

___________________  j. grass

___________________  k. berries / raspberries

___________________  I. stars

___________________  m. beer

___________________  n. motor

___________________  o. butter
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C.  Say the difference
English makes a clear CATEGORICAL difference between/ I / and/ r /, The Japanese/ r / sound can 
sound similar to English / I /, / r / and / d /. Let’s practice saying English / I / vs. / r /,

/ I \	 / r /

lock	 rock

low	 row

light	 right

led	 red

lamb	 ram

lamp	 ramp

lane	 rain

climb	 crime

play	 pray

fly	 fry

X thl-	 throw

X ti-	 true

X shl-	 shred

slide	 X sr

blue	 brew

glow	 grow

X dl-	 draw

collect	 correct

feel	 fear

heal	 hear

film	 firm

still	 stir

call	 car

little	 litter

battle	 batter

+ -rl:	 curl, world, whirl, girl
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D.  Hear the difference
If you hear a word with an [ I ] sound, write < I > in the space.

Ir you hear a word with an [ r ] write < r >.

1)  At the factory, the workers cut the ___________________.

		  glass OR grass?

1.  ___________________

2.  ___________________

3.  ___________________

4.  ___________________

5.  ___________________

6.  ___________________

2)  The children ___________________ at the church.

		  played OR prayed?

1.  ___________________

2.  ___________________

3.  ___________________

4.  ___________________

5.  ___________________

6.  ___________________

3)  The teacher ___________________ the answer sheets.

		  collected OR corrected?

1.  ___________________

2.  ___________________

3.  ___________________

4.  ___________________

5.  ___________________

6.  ___________________
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E.  Dialogue
Listen and fill in the missing words.

A:  Where do you want to go for lunch today?

B:   How about that Italian (1) ___________________ just down the

(2) ___________________ ?

A:  That sounds like a (3) ___________________ idea. I really like Italian cuisine.

B:  �Me too. I want to (4) ___________________ the lasagne. It’s the reason a lot of 
people go there. It’s fresh-baked daily.

A:  I hear that they have really (5) ___________________ raviolis, too.

B:  �OK. Let’s leave now. I really want to get there before the lunch crowd gets all 
the tables. I don’t like sitting at the counter.

[Arriving at the Italian restaurant.]

A:  Oh, it’s already pretty (6) ___________________ . Are there any tables still free?

B:  I see one over there that’s open, in that corner. Let’s try to sit over there.

-crowded  -delicious  -great  -place -street  -try
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