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Pronunciation lesson

Aims & objectives
Today we are going to:

	■ brainstorm the topics of everyday chats;
	■ learn to check our understanding;
	■ learn to keep conversations going;
	■ discuss the importance of intonation;

so that you can:
	■ follow natural speech in everyday conversation.

Chatting
Brainstorm general topics you discuss with friends, classmates, family, colleagues etc. Are there any topics that you don’t like 
talking about?

General topics:

What is a conversation?
Read the descriptions of a conversation below and discuss the questions with your partner.

1.	 Which of these describes conversations you have had?

2.	 Which of these sounds like the most effective conversation?

3.	 �Choose a name for each conversation and write them in the boxes below.  
Did your classmates have similar names?

For me, a conversation is like 
a fire. It is everyone’s job to 
feed the fire. We all need to 
try to give something to the 
conversation.

In my family a conversation 
is like a battle. Everyone is 
fighting to share their ideas. 
Usually, the loudest 
person wins. 

A good conversation is one 
where everyone is equal. 
Confident people encourage 
others to speak. Shyer 
people have the space to 
think and share their ideas.
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Pronunciation lesson teacher’s notes

Aims & objectives
Today we are going to:

	■ brainstorm the topics of everyday chats;
	■ learn to check our understanding;
	■ learn to keep conversations going;
	■ discuss the importance of intonation;

so that you can:
	■ follow natural speech in everyday conversation.

Chatting
Brainstorm general topics you discuss with friends, classmates, family, colleagues etc. Are there any topics that you don’t like 
talking about?

General topics:

What is a conversation?
Read the descriptions of a conversation below and discuss the questions with your partner.

1.	 Which of these describes conversations you have had?

2.	 Which of these sounds like the most effective conversation?

3.	 �Choose a name for each conversation and write them in the boxes below.  
Did your classmates have similar names?

For me, a conversation is like 
a fire. It is everyone’s job to 
feed the fire. We all need to 
try to give something to the 
conversation.

In my family a conversation 
is like a battle. Everyone is 
fighting to share their ideas. 
Usually, the loudest 
person wins. 

A good conversation is one 
where everyone is equal. 
Confident people encourage 
others to speak. Shyer 
people have the space to 
think and share their ideas.

1.	� What do you do in your 
language when you’re not 
sure what someone said?

2.	� Do you do the same 
in English?

Whenever someone is making a point, we have an opportunity to focus on confident 
public speaking. Which words will the speakers stress? Where will they pause? How 
does this help their audience follow them? If you have these conversations a little and 
often, your learners will soon develop their confidence speaking in front of others.
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