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Welcome to the issue of the magazine which kicks 
off the academic year in many parts of the world 
– although I am conscious it’s not everywhere. 
As I write this, I am halfway through running 
a course for teachers at the university, here in 

Oxford. The theme of this issue is professional development 
(PD) and what the teachers are doing here is one very intensive 
form of it. They have two workshops per week (of seven-and-a-
half hours each); four lectures; a social programme; and three 
meals a day in the college. The workshops vary from the future 
classroom to wellbeing, from the grammar of 2023 to materials 
creation along with intercultural issues and assessment. They 
spend hours each day talking about teaching and, because they 
come from seventeen or eighteen countries, they are doing a lot 
of listening as well.

I know that not everyone has the good fortune to go on an 
intensive, residential course but the magazine will show you, 
I hope, that there are plenty of ways of getting a good amount 
of PD – the fact you are reading this article at all is already a 
good sign. Make sure you look at CPD Essentials as well – it’s a 
great way of using the magazine as a springboard for reflection 
and discussion, alone or with colleagues. Reading our book 
reviews will also give you some guidance on new resources and, 
as ever, if you feel you could write one yourself, do get in touch. 
Reading, reflecting and then writing up your thoughts is a very 
sound PD activity.

The teachers I am working with have struck me with their 
commitment and passion for their subject as well as their 
learners – and I must say their students are very fortunate to 
have teachers like them. They all seem very keen on ensuring the 
learner is at the centre of the learning and that there is always a 
real takeaway to their lessons which will be of use in life outside 
the classroom. Three of them are featured in our Global Voices 
section this issue. One of the things that a good lesson has is 
connections that learners can pick up on and see how this lesson 
is linked to previous ones, but also to other subjects being learnt 
and other things taking place in the world. The dramatic weather 
in the northern hemisphere over the last few weeks is a case in 
point – we need to start actively addressing climate change and 
that can start in our classes: fewer photocopies, lights switched 
off and individual water bottles instead of single use plastic cups 
are just a few starting points.

I have also been struck by how our teaching has not only 
changed since the pandemic but has developed in a good way – 
I know it was a hard way to learn but the fact that technology, 
blended learning, apps, tablets and so on have become a 
normal part of our teaching is a good sign. I have been using 
www.padlet.com on my courses and as a place for both myself 
and the classes to post files, images, notes, links, and so on, 
it has been really useful. Try it out!

Yesterday I attended an event I have never been to in my life 
– a baby shower. Over a few hours, a group of friends were 
entertained by a couple expecting their first child. Their doctor 
had secretly transmitted the sex of the baby to the organiser 
and, on the stroke of six o’clock, all of us, including the couple, 
discovered it is a boy! By chance I had guessed right along with 
about 30% of the guests but what intrigued me was how we 
had spent the afternoon chatting away with nearly everyone 
wondering what culture had invented this sort of event. 
It was a very multilingual party and I was amazed as ever 
how quickly children from all backgrounds can start playing 
together with English as their lingua franca – rather like the 
teachers attending our course!

If this is the start of your academic year, good luck and 
I hope your classes are interesting. One of my colleagues here 
talks about our being on a teaching journey, and at every 
step of the way there are opportunities for experimentation, 
observation and reflection. I hope MET is very much part 
of your professional development journey, not only the 
magazine but our archive online and our social media. Have a 
great term or semester and, if you do get the urge to be 
creative, do get in touch with an idea for an article, a teaching 
idea which works or simply a short profile for our Global 
Voices section. As ever, I am sure you will find a few ideas for 
consideration. Teach well!

Robert McLarty

@ModernEnglishTeacherMagazine

@ModEngTeacher
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